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$3,400,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-6003589Grant Recipient:  Alaska Laborers Training Trust

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Alaska Laborers Construction Industry Training Fund -
Training Facility Site Work and Equipment

State Funding Requested: $3,896,363 House District: Mat-Su Areawide (7-11)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Assist the Training Trust with the various costs for site-work and to furnish the new training facility

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $14,100,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($10,203,637)
FY2014 State Funding Request:  ($3,896,363)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

FY12 State of Alaska Appropriation $4,000,000

FY13 State of Alaska Appropriation $2,000,000

Alaska Laborers Training Trust $4,203,637

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Alaska Laborers' Training Facility
Site-Work and Furnishings FY14 Appropriation Request

The Alaska Laborers have begun the preliminary work required to construct a new and well-equipped training facility.  This
modern facility will prove vital to the continued employment success of Alaskans.  With the constant evolution of technology
and its integration into today's streamlined construction methods, this new training facility will be able to produce
highly-skilled and safe Alaskan workers to meet employers' needs.  This FY14 $3.9 million funding request is to assist the
Training Fund with the various costs for site work and to furnish the new training facility.

Contractors require construction workers to have extensive knowledge and the appropriate training across multiple skill sets
in order to be successful.  It is because of this high demand and advancements in technology that the industry has placed a
greater emphasis on the need to become certified, and maintain that certification, through programs offered by our training
facility.  Some of the most desired certifications are pipeline insulation, scaffold safety, grade checking, and pipe laying of
sewer and water lines.  For more than 45 years our training facility has proven it will self-sustain its operating costs without
the need for any recurring operating funds from the State.

In 2012, our training facility certified 2,595 students in various skill sets to prepare them for success in the industry.  More
than 30% of these certificates were achieved by minorities.  The Alaska Laborers placed an outstanding 94% of all program
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registrants into employment upon successful completion of the program.

The new 42,900 square foot facility will consist of three major components: a variety of classroom and administrative
spaces; shop space; and a dormitory.  The 15,800 square foot classroom and administrative component will house three
instructional classrooms, one technology classroom, administrative offices, a kitchen, and dining area for the students.  To
provide hands-on-training in addition to the classroom training, two training workshops will be located directly across from
the classrooms in addition to a large storage area to store training equipment.  The 9,300 square foot dormitory component
will accommodate up to 26 traveling students from throughout Alaska.  Directly attached to the main facility, the dormitory
will consist of 16 rooms, a common lounge/game room, a fitness center, a laundry room, and a kitchenette area.  With a
total projected capacity of well over 100 students plus administrative personnel, the new facility requires a substantial
amount of classroom, office, kitchen, and bedroom furnishings. 
 
The new training facility is being built on terrain in Chugiak which contains bedrock.  This will require drilling and blasting to
excavate the site, a storm-water system to help route excess rain water to avoid any damage to the facility.  Additionally the
site requires installation of a water holding tank for well water area and to allow the fire sprinkler system to operate within
code.

Multiple employers have endorsed the new facility as their preferred approach to hiring a qualified workforce.  Industry has
benefited from our qualified and safe trainees for many years and has expressed their support in the new facility.  Many
Alaska Native corporations have expressed the importance of training their shareholders with the ability to house them
during their travels.  Whether training apprentices or experienced journey workers, the new Alaska Laborers' Training
Facility will enable all Alaskans with the skills necessary to be successful for generations to come. 

 
Alaska Laborers' Training Facility
Site-Work and Furnishings FY14 Appropriations Request

Furnishings & Equipment Estimated Costs
Furnishings$      292,285
Kitchen, Fitness, & Laundry$      351,497
Workshop Equipment$      346,289
Information Technology$      376,272
Elevator$        65,000
Bridge Crane and Installation$      623,500
Sub-total$   2,054,843

Site-Work Estimated Costs
Drilling & Blasting, Retention systems,
Paving, & Landscaping$   1,184,143
Waste & Water System$      327,679
Fence & Cantilever Gate$        89,500
Contingency @ 15%$      240,198
Sub-total$   1,841,520

Total Funding Requested (FY14)
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to Complete Chugiak Facility$   3,896,363

Alaska Laborers Capital Projects Investment (2012-2014):
Chugiak Training Facility$   14,100,000
Fairbanks Training Facility$     6,000,000
Total$   20,100,000

Funding Received:
Alaska Laborers' Training School$ (10,203,637)
State of Alaska Appropriation$   (6,000,000)
Total$ (16,203,637)

Remaining Funding Needed to Complete Chugiak Facility$     3,896,363

Project Timeline:
Expenditures began in the summer of 2012.  Site-work and construction to begin in the summer of 2013.  First class to be
held in the Fall of 2014.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Alaska Laborers Training Trust

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: A.J. Merrick II
Title: AKLTS Trustee
Address: 13500 Old Seward Highway

Anchorage, Alaska 99515
Phone Number: (907)272-4571
Email: jmerrick@local341.com

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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 LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL 
UNION OF NORTH AMERICA 

ALASKA LABORERS’ 
TRAINING FACILITY 

 

Concept Design – Proposed Training Facility 

Alaska Laborers’ Training Facility 

Site‐Work and Furnishings FY14 Appropriation Request 

 
The Alaska Laborers have begun the preliminary work required to construct a new and well‐equipped training facility.  
This modern facility will prove vital to the continued employment success of Alaskans.   With the constant evolution of 
technology and  its  integration  into today’s streamlined construction methods, this new training  facility will be able to 
produce highly‐skilled and safe Alaskan workers to meet employers’ needs.  This FY14 $3.9 million funding request is to 
assist the Training Fund with the various costs for site work and to furnish the new training facility. 
 
Contractors require construction workers to have extensive knowledge and the appropriate training across multiple skill 
sets in order to be successful.  It is because of this high demand and advancements in technology that the industry has 
placed a greater emphasis on the need to become certified, and maintain that certification, through programs offered 
by our training facility.   Some of the most desired certifications are pipeline  insulation, scaffold safety, grade checking, 
and pipe  laying of sewer and water  lines.   For more than 45 years our training facility has proven  it will self‐sustain  its 
operating costs without the need for any recurring operating funds from the State. 
 
In 2012, our  training  facility certified 2,595  students  in various  skill  sets  to prepare  them  for  success  in  the  industry.  
More than 30% of these certificates were achieved by minorities.  The Alaska Laborers placed an outstanding 94% of all 
program registrants into employment upon successful completion of the program. 
 
The new 42,900 square foot facility will consist of three major components: a variety of classroom and administrative 
spaces; shop space; and a dormitory.  The 15,800 square foot classroom and administrative component will house three 
instructional classrooms, one technology classroom, administrative offices, a kitchen, and dining area for the students.  
To provide hands‐on‐training in addition to the classroom training, two training workshops will be located directly across 
from the classrooms  in addition to a  large storage area to store training equipment.   The 9,300 square foot dormitory 
component will  accommodate  up  to  26  traveling  students  from  throughout  Alaska.    Directly  attached  to  the main 
facility, the dormitory will consist of 16 rooms, a common  lounge/game room, a fitness center, a  laundry room, and a 
kitchenette  area.   With  a  total projected  capacity of well over  100  students plus  administrative personnel,  the new 
facility requires a substantial amount of classroom, office, kitchen, and bedroom furnishings.  
  
The new training facility is being built on terrain in Chugiak which contains bedrock.  This will require drilling and blasting 
to  excavate  the  site,  a  storm‐water  system  to  help  route  excess  rain  water  to  avoid  any  damage  to  the  facility.  
Additionally  the  site  requires  installation of  a water holding  tank  for well water  area  and  to  allow  the  fire  sprinkler 
system to operate within code. 
 
Multiple  employers  have  endorsed  the  new  facility  as  their 
preferred  approach  to  hiring  a  qualified workforce.    Industry 
has  benefited  from  our  qualified  and  safe  trainees  for many 
years and has expressed their support in the new facility.  Many 
Alaska Native  corporations have  expressed  the  importance of 
training  their  shareholders  with  the  ability  to  house  them 
during  their  travels.    Whether  training  apprentices  or 
experienced journey workers, the new Alaska Laborers’ Training 
Facility will enable all Alaskans with  the  skills necessary  to be 
successful for generations to come.  

 



 
 

 

 

Alaska Laborers’ Training Facility 
Site‐Work and Furnishings FY14 Appropriations Request 

 
Furnishings & Equipment Estimated Costs 
  Furnishings            $      292,285 
  Kitchen, Fitness, & Laundry        $      351,497 
  Workshop Equipment          $      346,289 

  Information Technology          $      376,272   
  Elevator              $        65,000 

  Bridge Crane and Installation        $      623,500 
    Sub‐total            $   2,054,843 
 
Site‐Work Estimated Costs 
  Drilling & Blasting, Retention systems, 
    Paving, & Landscaping        $   1,184,143 
  Waste & Water System          $      327,679 
  Fence & Cantilever Gate          $        89,500 
  Contingency @ 15%          $      240,198 
    Sub‐total            $   1,841,520 
   
Total Funding Requested (FY14)   
  to Complete Chugiak Facility        $   3,896,363 
   
 
 
 
Alaska Laborers Capital Projects Investment (2012‐2014): 
  Chugiak Training Facility          $   14,100,000 
  Fairbanks Training Facility         $     6,000,000 
  Total              $   20,100,000 
 
Funding Received:   
  Alaska Laborers’ Training School        $ (10,203,637) 
  State of Alaska Appropriation        $   (6,000,000) 
  Total              $ (16,203,637) 
 

 
 

Remaining Funding Needed to Complete Chugiak Facility  $     3,896,363 

 
 



Alaska Laborers Training School - Rendering
January 29, 2013
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Alaska Laborers Training School - Level 1
January 31, 2013

By Floor
Level 1    28,839 SF
Level 2    14,121 SF

                    42,960 SF

By Use:
Admin/Classroom  16,054 SF
Dormitory              9,338 SF
Shop Space          17,568 SF
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Alaska Laborers Training School - Level 2
January 31, 2013

By Floor
Level 1    28,839 SF
Level 2    14,121 SF

                    42,960 SF

By Use:
Admin/Classroom  16,054 SF
Dormitory              9,338 SF
Shop Space          17,568 SF







 

   P.O Box 196660 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6660 TELEPHONE (907) 787-8700 

 
Thomas J. Barrett 
President

 
 
January 31, 2013 
 
 
Honorable Members of the Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
Dear Members of the Alaska State Legislature: 
 
I am writing to request your support for funding the Alaska Laborers’ Training School 
housing project in the FY2014 state budget. Trained Alaska Laborers are inextricably 
linked to the safe development and transportation of our natural resources.  
 
In order to work on or around the pipeline, employees must first complete weeks of 
classroom training and shop-based instruction. With on-site housing, the students are 
able to maximize their educational experience and become certified. Many students 
from the Alaska Laborers Training School graduate and obtain jobs with contracting 
companies of Alyeska. These contractors are critical partners in Alyeska’s mission to 
safely deliver oil; they also play an important role in helping us meet our commitment to 
employing 20 percent Alaska Natives, as stated in the Alaska Native Utilization 
Agreement.  
 
Alyeska supports the funding request to improve the Alaska Laborers’ Training School 
with the addition of on-site housing. I appreciate your consideration of this request and I 
wish you a productive legislative session.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 















 

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2035 
Phone: 907-276-0700     Fax: 907-276-3887     Email: resources@akrdc.org     Website: akrdc.org 

 
 
 
February 1, 2013	  
 
Re: Alaska Laborers’ Training School 
 
Dear Members of the Alaska Legislature: 
 
The Resource Development Council (RDC) is writing to urge your support of the Alaska Laborers’ 
Training Facility in Anchorage.  
 
RDC’s membership is comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, 
timber, tourism, and fisheries industries, as well as Alaska Native corporations, local communities, 
organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to link these diverse interests together to 
encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the 
responsible development of our natural resources. 
 
While RDC understands and supports the need for fiscal constraint and knows there are some difficult 
choices before the Legislature, we support this project because it is core to the government’s mission and 
supports workforce development, which benefits the Alaskan economy.  
 
Approximately 60 percent of the funding needed to proceed with the vital housing component of the 
training facility is already secured. The project would greatly enhance the Alaska Laborers’ Training 
School, which since 2006 has certified an average of 2,671 skills annually. Many RDC members, 
including Alaska Native corporations, have had a productive and beneficial relationship with the school. 
The school provides high quality job training and skill certifications for Alaskans.  
 
A suitable housing facility is essential to the training process. The facility would provide housing to those 
Alaskans traveling from remote villages and rural areas outside the Municipality of Anchorage. Many of 
the certifications required to work on major oil and gas, energy, and mining projects require weeks of 
class and shop time. With onsite housing, students can maximize their education experience.  
 
As you know, Alaska has immense natural resources, and a number of large projects in our resource 
sectors offer the potential of new jobs and a bright future for our state. However, key to the responsible 
development of Alaska’s resources and the success of important projects benefitting the economy is a 
skilled workforce. The improved training center with onsite housing would grow the number of qualified 
workers from sectors ranging from health care to construction and benefit contractors throughout the 
state.   
 
RDC believes the proposed training center with onsite housing is a win-win for Alaskans seeking skilled 
training in sectors that will help grow Alaska’s economy. We encourage your support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Carl Portman 
Deputy Director  
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Executive Director  
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Alaska Laborers Training Fund
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Alaska Laborers Training School - Level 1
February 18, 2013

By Floor
Level 1    29,415 SF
Level 2    14,688 SF

                    44,103 SF

By Use:
Admin/Classroom  16,672 SF
Dormitory              9,428 SF
Shop Space          17,987 SF
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Alaska Laborers Training School - Level 2
February 18, 2013

By Floor
Level 1    29,415 SF
Level 2    14,688 SF

                    44,103 SF

By Use:
Admin/Classroom  16,672 SF
Dormitory              9,428 SF
Shop Space          17,987 SF


